
Welcome to the latest edi-

tion of our Jeffco GT news-

letter!  My name is Roger 

Dowd, and this is my first 

year as Director of Gifted 

Education for Jeffco.  I am 

excited to be working in the 

district, as I am a long-time 

Jeffco resident, and both of 

my middle and high school-

age children have attended 

Jeffco schools throughout 

their educational careers. 

This is certainly an exciting 

first year to be in Jeffco’s 

GT Department!  We are 

implementing several new 

processes, and have also 

participated in the Colorado 

Gifted Education Review 

(CGER) this past January.   

Every four years, the Colo-

rado Department of Educa-

tion (CDE) reviews each 

district’s gifted education 

processes, including identifi-

cation, programming, Ad-

vanced Learning Plans 

(ALPs), professional devel-

opment, and communica-

tion.  

The process is very exten-

sive; CDE examines all of 

our documents, policies, 

websites, communications, 

protocols, etc., and meets 

with a variety of stakehold-

ers, including parents, teach-

ers, administrators, and stu-

dents from throughout the 

district.   

The CDE review team visit-

ed several of our schools, 

including both neighborhood 

and GT Center schools.  We 

also used 

the survey 

feedback 

that parents, 

students, 

teachers, 

and admin-

istrators 

completed 

and shared 

this with 

the CDE 

visiting 

team, as 

well. 

Thanks to 

all of you 

who took 

the time to 

complete 

these sur-

veys! 

The feedback we received 

from this process, and from 

the surveys completed by 

parents and other stakehold-

ers, was very helpful in 

guiding our next steps to-

ward improvement.   

We are doing many great 

things to meet the needs of 

Jeffco gifted learners, and 

the visiting team recognized 

the wide variety of enrich-

ment opportunities we pro-

vide for students, our Center 

programming model, and the 

outstanding professional 

development and parent 

information opportunities 

and seminars we provide.   

However, as with anything, 

we definitely have room for 

growth, including areas like 

developing common pro-

gramming expectations for 

all of our schools, a more 

meaningful and collabora-

tive ALP process, and clear-

er communication on areas 

like how students are identi-

fied and what resources are 

available to families. 

We welcome feedback from 

you and other stakeholders, 

and we embrace the oppor-

tunity for growth and the 

direction this feedback pro-

vides.   

We look forward to further 

strengthening Jeffco’s repu-

tation for meeting the needs 

of gifted learners, as well as 

partnering with you to help 

ensure our growth and that 

of our students. 

Roger Dowd 

Jeffco GT Director 

Welcome! Thanks for your feedback! 

JEFFCO GT DID YOU 

KNOW? 

 There are 16 GT Center

programs in Jeffco—9

elementaries, 6 middle

schools, and 1 high

school.

 We offer several parent

info/education nights

each semester.

 Every Jeffco school has a

GT resource teacher to

help staff, parents, and

students.
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We are excited to be implementing a 

stronger process to identify giftedness 

in students this year. This change is 

necessitated by new guidelines unveiled 

by the Colorado Department of Educa-

tion (CDE) this past year.  

This is going to require an adjustment 

for some. For instance, if you have an 

older student who is identified as GT, 

and you’re wondering about the process 

of identifying your younger child as 

GT, things have changed quite a bit—

for the better. 

The changes are an effort by the state to 

create “portability” of identifications. 

That means all school districts follow 

the same identification criteria, so a 

student identified in one Colorado 

school district will transfer that GT 

status to another Colorado district.  

There are a few important changes to 

the ways we have identified students in 

the past:   

 All identifications are made

based on a Body of Evidence com-

prising Cognitive data (like

CogAT or IQ scores), Achievement

data (like MAP trends or CMAS

scores), Observation scales

(discussed below), and Perfor-

mance Evaluations (which could

be top placements in state/national

academic contests like a national

spelling bee or national science

fair.)

 Identifications require at least

3 pieces of qualifying evidence

from at least 2 of the above catego-

ries.  The guideline for qualifying

evidence is at the 95th percentile,

or on the Advanced level

(‘Exceeds’ standard level for 

CMAS.)  The biggest change is 

that a cognitive score (like a 

CogAT or IQ test) will no longer 

qualify a student for an ALP by 

itself. 

 For teachers, we will be using

a nationally normed behavioral

scale, the Scales for Identifying

Gifted Students (SIGS).  Parents

will continue to complete our 15

Traits scales.

Please visit the GT Website 
www.jeffcopublicschools.org/gt for 
further information. 

You can also visit the CDE website 

for the complete state guidelines. 

Jeffco begins new process 

to ID gifted students 

What does it take to be identified? 

3 pieces of evidence from any 2 categories below 

http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/gifted_talented
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/gifted_talented
https://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/giftedidentification
http://www.cde.state.co.us/gt
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Sponsored by the Jeffco Gifted and 

Talented Department, SPARKS is de-

signed to provide 

students with crea-

tive and intellectu-

ally stimulating 

learning opportuni-

ties through a wide 

variety of high 

interest-based 

course offerings.     

Students take up to four classes each 

day. Partial day registration is allowed. 

This year there are over 50 different 

classes to choose from!   

Classes are filling up fast, so register 

soon! Visit the SPARKS website for 

more information, including full class 

descriptions and how to register: 

http://tinyurl.com/sparks2017 

Would your child love to design a robot, 

create with textiles, visit Middle Earth, 

learn to cook, make a 

movie or discover their 

patronus? 

Children ages 5-14 do 

this and a whole lot 

more every summer at 

the SPARKS enrich-

ment camp.   

Early access allows entrance to kinder-

garten and first grade a year early for 

highly-advanced gifted children (those 

who score in the 98th percentile or high-

er on testing) who would benefit from 

early grade acceleration. There is an 

extensive application process to assure a 

good educational fit.  

Application Process 

If you are interested in applying, here 

are the steps: 

Apply – The application window is 

open January 3, 2017 – April 1, 2017. 

 Receive Early Access / Develop-

mental History Form Packet from GT

Office – Generated from application.

 Complete the Early Access Pack-

et / Portfolio (Due by March 24, 2017).

 The Early Access Team will con-

tact parents with completed and qualify-

ing portfolio to schedule Cognitive

Testing.

 The Early Access Cognitive Test-

ing cost $250 (waived for families who

have qualified for the free/reduced

lunch program).

 Cognitive Testing will be sched-

uled.

 Students who test in 98 percentile

or above with Cognitive Testing will be

scheduled for Achievement Testing.

Notification of acceptance and non-

acceptance will be sent to parents

(Week of April 28, 2017).

Early Access into kindergarten or first 

grade was established by House Bill 

1021, effective July 2008.  If you would 

while completing 

hands-on, interactive 

projects and activities. 

IGNITE runs Monday 

to Friday, June 19-23. 

Visit the website for 

more information and 

to register. 

http://tinyurl.com/

jeffoignite   

Looking to offer fun, challenging sum-

mer enrichment opportunities, we are 

proud to unveil Jeffco IGNITE, a new 

summer camp experience for rising 7th, 

8th, and 9th graders. 

Hosted at Wheat Ridge High School, 

students choose one of three strands—

STEM/Robotics, Theater for the Crea-

tive, or World Language/Humanities. 

Students go in-depth in the topic all day 

for the week-long camp.  

They will work closely with two expert 

teachers and high school student leaders 

SPARKS Summer Enrichment Camp returns 

Early Access GT application now open 

New Middle School Summer Camp launches 

like to learn more, here are some re-

sources: 

Early Access Policy IHBB-R 

CDE Fast Facts 

When:  July 10-21 

Time:  8:30-3:30 

Where:  Golden High School 

Registration:  February 1

through April 1, 2017 

http://tinyurl.com/sparks2017
https://docs.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/forms/d/1_YG9I1zWFQol2XO6XrPmZOra7L6aCZ5XhY12MZc6TLE/viewform
https://sites.google.com/jeffcoschools.us/ignite/home
https://sites.google.com/jeffcoschools.us/ignite/home
http://www.boarddocs.com/co/jeffco/board.nsf/goto?open&id=87CU9Z5E51C1
https://www.cde.state.co.us/gt/earlyaccess-0
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Contact us anytime 

has created a set of podcasts 

To guide Ambassadors 

through the common myths 

of giftedness, and a board 

member speaks to new am-

bassadors about their ques-

tions and ideas.   

What exactly the Ambassa-

dor does is subject to the 

talents of the ambassador 

and the needs of the school 

community.   Our ambassa-

dors have:  started school 

specific GT Facebook dis-

cussion communities, writ-

The mission of the Jefferson 

County Association for Gift-

ed Children (JAGC) is to 

advocate and provide re-

sources for the educational 

and emotional needs of gift-

ed children and their fami-

lies.  JAGC is parent-driven 

organization run entirely by 

volunteers, and is particular-

ly interested in the families 

in Jefferson County.  

One of the lesser-known 

JAGC projects is its Ambas-

sador program. The mission 

of the Ambassador program 

is to extend the positive 

cooperation between JAGC 

and Jeffco GT down to the 

school level.  

A JAGC ambassador is a 

parent of an identified child 

who works to build a com-

munity of support for the 

parents within a particular 

school.  

Our goal is to have at least 

one in every school. JAGC 

ten articles for the school 

newsletter, hosted coffees 

with the RT or GT counselor 

about issues of concerns to 

parents (to name a few).  All 

our ambassadors are eager to 

work with the families in 

their schools as well as the 

experts working in the GT 

Department.   

Let us know if you have a 

parent (or parents) in mind 

or if you’re hoping a school 

has an ambassador!  You 

can reach us at ambassa-

dors@jeffcogifted.org 

JAGC advocates for all GT students 

2017 Hawaii Adventure Education Program 

Fall 2017 GT Center & ALP 

identification testing info 

Fall application will open on August 1, 

2017 and will close on October 13, 2017. 

GT Testing during the 2017-18 school 

year is for GT center placement for the 

2018-19 school year. 

The Hawaii Adventure Edu-

cation Program will focus 

on three broad areas which 

contribute to meeting Jeffco 

Public Schools curricula 

standards; Science, Geogra-

phy and History. 

  This opportunity is open to 

25 sixth grade students who 

have shown a strong sense 

of responsibility and self-

direction, especially in areas 

of academic achievement, 

personal behavior, and re-

spect for others. These stu-

dents will spend time in 

May and June preparing for 

their experience by partici-

pating in group activities 

designed to build trust, 

problem-solve, and develop 

collaboration skills.   

  Having spent a week at 

OELS, 6th grade students 

are familiar with the ecolo-

gy, meteorology and geolo-

gy of the Front Range.  The 

program will expose stu-

dents to an entirely different 

environment where 11 (out 

of 13) of the world’s recog-

nized climate zones, each 

with its own unique environ-

ment, occur within a few 

miles of each other. 

  The trip is scheduled for 

June 18-28, 2017. The cost 

is $3500. Deposit of $500 is 

required once student has 

met eligibility requirements. 

www.jeffcopublicschools.org/gt 

gtinform@jeffco.k12.co.us  

Find us on Facebook! 

facebook.com/jeffcogt 

For more information and to 

apply for the Hawaii Adven-

ture Education Program go to 

www.jeffcopublicschools.org

/gt or contact the trip coordi-

nator. 

APPLY NOW!! 

     Trip Coordinator 

Dan.Snare@jeffco.k12.co.us 

http://jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/gifted_talented/index.html
http://jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/gifted_talented/enrichment/hawaii.html
http://jeffcopublicschools.org/programs/gifted_talented/enrichment/hawaii.html



